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“A Liberalism of Heart and Spine” Summary Checklist

1. Has the summary writer correctly identified the thesis of the article and placed it first in the summary?  Analyze the thesis with the writer to make sure that it correctly and clearly states the thesis of the author.

2. Does the writer identify the article and the author using a pattern and make it clear in some way throughout the summary that this is only a summary and not their own writing or opinion?

3. Has the writer inserted his or her opinion in the summary?  If so, where?

4. Does it appear as if the writer has included all of the main points of the original article and any subpoints that are significant enough to be mentioned?  Check to see if all of the major terms—liberalism, “no love for the other side,” “moral isolationism,” “moral relativism,” “muscular humanism,” the “politics of identity,” and the “politics of identification”—are  clearly defined so that a person who had not read the article would understand them.  This is a central element of writing a good summary (and getting a good grade).

5. Has the writer included too much detail in any particular areas?  Point the paragraphs out to the writer.

6. Has the summary writer used their own words to summarize except with regards to the special terms coined by Gates himself?  If there are quotations in the summary, point this out to the writer.

